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Yemen

المركز الوطني لمختبرات الصحة العامة
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National indicators

Population       : Around 20 Millions.
Area                : 555,000 Square Km.
fertility rate     : 6.5
GNP                : 350 US$
Capital            :Sana'a
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Situation

The concept of “Environment pollutions ” isThe concept of Environment pollutions is 
new.
imported pesticides in 2002 is 1847 MT.
Oil production is about 160 millions drums 
per year.p y

Main chemical wastes

Industrial (oil refineries edible oil factoriesIndustrial (oil refineries, edible oil factories, 
cement factories, plastic and battery plants, 
food factories, etc).
Hospital wastes, generators, cars, vehicles, 
water bumps, etc.
Lack of incinerators in most hospital for the 
disposal of waste is the major health 
problems.
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Priorities

Air pollution- Main causes are:Air pollution Main causes are:
– Existence of factories in residential zones.
– Burning of solid wastes.
– Diesel-based vehicles.
– Lather industry.
– Oil refineries.
– Chemical and plastic industry.
– Cement industry 

Priorities
Water and Food pollution
Water pollution is the main challenges in Yemen now 
days (out break of vibrio cholera 2007)
Wells are the main source of water supply in Yemen 
Fluoride ,nitrate and carbonate levels are above the 
allowed levels 
Water contamination seen in diff. governorates 
becomes the major challenge in Yemen . 
Researchers warned that the increased pollution of 
water ,food , air and chemical pollution are correlated 
with increasing the prevail lance of liver , renal and 
malignant diseases  (more than 350,000 malignant cases 
diagnosed in 2006 ).
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Priorities

soil pollutionsoil pollution
– expired pesticides were buried in one farm in 

Hodeidah.
– Food contamination
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Priorities

Chemical poisoningsChemical poisonings
Marine pollution
– oil leaking from oil tanks (Ex. Limburg)
– Increase histamine levels in fish in the last year. 

Management of chemical wastes

No formal system is in placeNo formal system is in place. 
Some institutions have their own systems. 
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Legislations

The issue is addressed by many laws such as:The issue is addressed by many laws such as:
– Pesticide handling law. 
– Labors law.
– Medical professions law.
– Marine law.
– Fishery and environment investment law.Fishery and environment investment law.
– Food control law.
– Public cleanness law. 
– Crime and penalties law.

Concerned sectors

Ministry of Public Health and Population.Ministry of Public Health and Population.
Standard & Specifications Authority.
General Authority of Environment Protection.
Ministry of Trade & Industry.
Ministry of Oil and Minerals
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Concerned sectors

Ministry of InformationMinistry of Information.
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.
Health & Population Committee .
Universities
Civilian Defense.
NGOs

Activities

One week symposiumOne week symposium 
on Chemical Safety 
has been conducted, 
supported by health 
and population 
Council, and 
participated by all 
concerned sectors, 
during 2004
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Challenges ahead

Establishment of national taskforce to planEstablishment of national taskforce to plan, 
implement and supervise related actions.
Development of the national strategy and 
action plan.
Establishment of the surveillance system.y

Required assistance

International and Regional concernedInternational and Regional concerned 
organizations are invited to help on:
– Training on planning and implementations.
– Spencer conducting required studies on 

situation.
– Provide required technical expertiseq p
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Thank youThank you


