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Establishing a global agenda in 
nursing and midwifery: g y
improving local health?

Professor Valerie Fleming
Secretary Generaly

Global Network of World Health Organization 
Collaborating Centres for Nursing and 

Midwifery

World Health Organization
Geneva, Switzerland

“ the health of all peoples is…the health of all peoples is 
fundamental to the attainment of 
peace and security and is 
dependent upon the fullest 
cooperation of individuals and 
states…”

(World Health Organization, 
Constitution, Geneva, 1989)
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WHO Collaborating Centres

• Designated by WHO, the WHO region, and with the 
l f th Mi i t f H lth i th tapproval of the Ministry of Health in the country

• Works with WHO to support their programmes

• Technical arm of WHO for advancing health locally, 
nationally, internationally

• More than 1,000 WHO Collaborating Centres globallyMore than 1,000 WHO Collaborating Centres globally

• 40 have a key focus of nursing or midwifery. 

WHOCC concept 

• WHO and other agencies work with CCs to 
develop plans of work which are relevantdevelop plans of work which are relevant 
regionally and globally;

• Geographical spread of Collaborating Centres 
gives local / national knowledge and can 

i t lt l fi i l liti l i

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

appreciate cultural, financial, political issues.
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Strengthening nursing and midwifery
Resolution WHA59.27

• Establish comprehensive community based 
programmes;

• Ensure that nursing and midwifery are 
represented; 

• Ensure that legislation including regulation 
remains relevant; 

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

• Support the development and

implementation of ethical recruitment.

Location of WHO Collaborating Centres 
for Nursing and Midwifery Development
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EMRO Collaborating Centres for Nursing 
and Midwifery Development

1 in Bahrain1 in Bahrain1 in Jordan1 in Jordan

AFRO AMRO EMRO EURO SEARO WPRO

WHO

Technical
Arms of
WHO

Technical
Arms of
WHO

WHO Global Advisory Group
for Nursing and Midwifery

Partners Partners
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VISION of the Global Network
• Health for All Through 

Nursing and Midwifery Excellenceg y

Strategic Goals of Network

• GOAL I: Promote global human 
d l t th h d dresource development through advocacy and 

evidence based policy activities.

• GOAL II: Promote the health of the population 
through community participation

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

through community participation, 
empowerment and partnership.
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Collaborative Projects 
across Regions

Linked to Strategic Directions to Strengthen Nursing 
and Midwiferyand Midwifery

– Advocacy for policy;
– HIV/AIDS;
– Capacity building (leadership and faculty development;)
– Telehealth/Distance Education;
– Adolescent Health;
– Evidence based practice; 

(clinical nurses’ and midwives’ contribution to health of populations);
– Safe Motherhood;
– Mental Health;
– Global standards for initial education of nurses and midwives.

Educated and well‐trained nurses 
and midwives save lives
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Infant Survival

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

Proportion of health workers per populationLow High

Low

WHO WHO (2006). The World Health Report 2006 – Working Together for Health. Geneva, World Health Organization 
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Challenges for Nursing and 
Midwifery

• Ensuring adequate numbers of well educated 
i ipractitioners;

• Assisting in the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals;

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

• Combating the effects of climate change.

Critical Issues for consideration

• Education of nurses and midwives to meet 
h l h d f l l i ihealth needs of local communities;

• Re‐orient initial education programmes 
towards Primary Health Care;

• Address the shortage of teaching staff by 
providing accelerated opportunities for

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

providing accelerated opportunities for 
doctoral programmes.
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Action points

• Encourage and facilitate those 
i / id if i i i hi hnursing/midwifery institutions which are 

already proactive to consider becoming CCs;

• Build on the strength and expertise of the 
Global Network of WHOCCs in nursing and 
midwifery to work together in global projects

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University

midwifery to work together in global projects 
with other institutions where required.

Thank you

• Contact• Contact
– V.fleming@gcal.ac.uk

– gnsecwhocc@gcal.ac.uk

– Tel:+44 141 331 3473

– Fax:+44 141 331 8399

Professor Valerie Fleming,
Glasgow Caledonian University
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Health for All


